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586 B.C. 
Nebuchadnezzar invades 
and destroys Jerusalem. 
Most Jews are deported to 
Babylon. 

537 B.C. 
After the Babylonian 
Empire had been defeated 
by the Medes and Persians, 
the Jews in exile were 
permitted to return to Judea. 
They began to rebuild the 
temple, which was laying in 
ruins. 

515 B.C. 
The Temple 
is completed. 

445 B.C. 
The walls around 
Jerusalem are rebuilt. 

334 to 331 B.C. 
Alexander the 
Great defeats the 
Persians,  and 
establishes the city 
of Alexandria.  

323 B.C. 
Alexander dies. 
His 4 generals 
quarrel;  the 
foundations of 4 
great empires are 
laid, including 
the Ptolemaic 
dynasty in Egypt 
and the Seleucid 
dynasty in Syria 
and the east. 

320 B.C. 
After much wrangling, 
Palestine is annexed to 
Egypt. The Ptolemies 
were mild rulers and the 
Jews lived in peace. 

198 B.C. 
The Seleucid 
dynasty gains 
control of 
Palestine and it is 
annexed to Syria; 
Hellenism is 
therefore 
imposed upon the 
Jews. 

169 B.C. 
Antiochus Epiphanes, ruler of the Seleucid dynasty, punishes Jerusalem for his failure to 
conquer Egypt: burns the city, plunders the temple, and kills many of the citizens. Jewish 
worship is outlawed and pagan altars are erected.  A sow is sacrificed on the great altar of 
burnt offering in the temple (167). 

160 B.C. 
Syrians weaken from internal conflicts; 
leaders of the revolt gain more power.  

142 B.C. 
Demetrius II, King of Syria, grants Jews 
complete political independence which lasts 
for almost 80 years. 

167 B.C. 
The Maccabean Revolt begins with 
priest Mattathias.After his death 
(166), his son Judas Maccabeus 
leads the revolt to  religious 
freedom for the Jews. The temple 
is purified and rededicated (164).  
The first Winter feast of 
Dedication (Hanukkah) is 
observed. 

134 B.C. 
John Hyrcanus, grandson of Mattathias, assumes 
political power of the Jews. He conquers territory east 
of the Jordon, Samaria to the north, and captures the 
city of Shechem. He destroys the Samaritan temple on 
Mt Gerizim. Gentiles are forcibly converted to Judaism. 

133-64 B.C. 
The country is torn by dissensions between the 
Saducees and Pharisees; civil war breaks out and 
makes the Jews vulnerable to foreign invasion. The 
Romans are advancing upon Syria and neighboring 
kingdoms.  

63 B.C. 
After attempting to negotiate with both Jewish 
factions, Roman general Pompey, with 
unprecedented forces, takes possession of 
Jerusalem.  


